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I really surprised myself last week.  I attended my
first Winchester Diocesan Synod Meeting as a
newly-elected member. The Diocesan Synod is a
little like a parliament or council chamber, with
Bishops, clergy and eminent lay people of the
Diocese debating and making decisions about the
work of the Diocese. There were over 100 people in a large
school hall, and these things can be really intimidating.

The surprise was not that I went to the Synod, but that I spoke
in a debate. (Previously I had been a member of Oxford
Diocesan Synod for nearly six years and never once made a
contribution!)  Your heart thumps pretty quickly when you walk
to the microphone and face a room of long-standing diocesan
representative who, it feels, know more about most things than
you do!  I managed to make my point and remain fairly
articulate without drying up or shaking too much.  Some people
who don’t know me very well would find my timidity hard to
believe. The Rector always appears so competent and
confident speaking to a large congregation!  But the context can
make all the difference.

As we celebrate Pentecost I can identify with Peter (probably
not as naturally shy as me) when he found that the Holy Spirit
gave him the courage to go out in the streets of Jerusalem and
speak fluently and passionately about Jesus Christ.  Peter
found the power that Jesus had promised him made him able to
put into words what he really wanted to say. As we know, the
courage to do and to say what he truly wanted to had deserted
him on the night of Jesus’ arrest.  On the Day of Pentecost the
message he desperately wanted to share overcame his fear or
inadequacy as the Holy Spirit filled him with confidence.

Clergy Comment Jo Stoker, Rector
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At Diocesan Synod I really wanted to say something in the
debate about Children and Young People.  I can’t exactly claim
that I was filled with the Holy Spirit ; I rather think it was my own
exasperation at being so pathetic that urged me on as I spoke
sternly to myself: “For heaven’s sake, you’re 50 years old –
don’t be such a wimp!”  But maybe the Holy Spirit does work in
some very surprising ways… This Pentecost let the Holy Spirit
give you power to say and do for God the things you know in
your heart he wants you to say and to do. And don’t be afraid!

Readings at the Sunday Services
Communion Evensong

Services

June 3 Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Exodus 3:1-15
Romans 5:1-5 John 3:1-17
John 16:12-15 B Dwyer
P Rowsell

June 10 1 Kings 17:17-end Civic Service
Galatians 1:11-end
Luke 7:11-17
M Oliver

June 17 2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15 Service at
Galatians 2:15-end All Saints

3rd Sunday Luke 7:36-8:3
at 10.00 M Browning

June 24 Isaiah 40:1-11 Malachi 4
Acts 13:4b-26 Matthew 11:2-19
Luke 1:57-66, 80 P Ferguson
R Hazzard
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mothers
union

Christian care for
families worldwide

Coffee Morning
The Coffee Morning held on the 10th May for the Mothers’
Union Away From It All Holiday, raised £310.45p.

Many thanks to all who helped on the day.
Pat Stott

On Sunday 17th June we introduce our new informal, non-
eucharistic service at 10.00am on the Third Sunday each
month.  Plans are underway and the new singing and music
group will meet for its first practice on 3rd June.  Expectations –
both positive and negative – are in the air, but we will be
beginning fairly simply to let the new format settle down and
develop. The DCC has agreed that we will wait a full calendar
year before taking any decisions about the future of this new
venture.

For those who would like to attend a Communion Service there
is our usual 8.00am Holy Communion at St Michael’s, and you
can be sure of a warm welcome at any of the other churches in
the Basingstoke Team. Communion Services on the 3rd
Sunday are as follows:

All Saints Church 8.00am & 10.00am
Southern Road (Top of town)

Christ the King 9.30am
Sullivan Road, Brighton Hill

St Peter’s, Pinkerton Road, South Ham 10.00am

St Gabriel’s, Tewkesbury Close, Popley 10.30am

Third Sunday Jo Stoker
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This month please pray for:

Friday 1 Students sitting GCSE’s and A levels
Saturday 2 Weddings in June
Sunday 3 Time for Children
Monday 4 Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council
Tuesday 5 Those who are sick and not able

to get to Church
Wednesday 6 All Saints clergy and congregation
Thursday 7 Winchester University in Chute House
Friday 8 Guides and Brownies
Saturday 9 TLC (tea/laughter/chat) at St. Peter’s
Sunday 10 Baptism Children & their Families/

Civic Service
Monday 11 PCC Meeting
Tuesday 12 Our Bishops – Michael and Trevor
Wednesday 13 Mothers’ Union
Thursday 14 Ashcombe House Nursing Home
Friday 15 Director of Music and the Choir
Saturday 16 M.U. Family Fun Day

at Wolvesey, Winchester
Sunday 17 New Sunday Service
Monday 18 Peace in troubled areas of the world
Tuesday 19 Schools in our Team Parish
Wednesday 20 Age Concern Café
Thursday 21 Plans for Pastoral Care
Friday 22 St. John’s School Summer Fayre today
Saturday 23 Those recently bereaved
Sunday 24 Our Clergy – Jo and Alison
Monday 25 Baptism meeting for Parents/Godparents
Tuesday 26 The work of St. Michael’s Hospice
Wednesday 28 Those on holiday 
Thursday 29 Town Centre Chaplains
Friday 30 Those preparing for ordination

Daily Prayer for the Month of June
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Spon sored Ride & Stride

September 8th 2007
A new name for this year’s event which includes disabled
participants using motorised scooters and walkers.

The money raised is important but having fun, visiting some
of our wonderful churches, bringing together people of all
denominations is what makes it a special day.

Last year’s event raised £50,000 with Gift Aid, a tremendous
result – can we at St. Michael’s help to beat that this year by
taking part ourselves or sponsoring the participants. More
details nearer the time but please note the date in your
diaries: September 8th between 10am & 6pm.

Hampshire & The Islands
Historic Churches Trust

Birthday greetings to Eric Godden and Betty Apps.

Our condolences to Muriel Pink whose sister Edith died
recently. They were both confirmed at St. Michael’s in 1928 and
have been members ever since.

Our condolences also to the family of Dione Kinge.

I hear that Jo Ledger, octogenarian, goes canoeing. The
comment – “You’re only as old as you feel.”

The only peaceful part of my recent visit to Rochester Cathedral
was a few minutes in the crypt. The main body was ‘cleared’ in
full preparation for the Antiques Road Show and invaded by
lights, wiring, scaffolding, cameras and technicians.

Church Chat Shirley Kirsopp
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Mayor of Winchester’s Charities

CELEBRATING
HAMPSHIRE

Saturday June 23rd
11a.m. – 4p.m.

Wolvesey, Winchester

Visit this beautiful garden and enjoy the best of Hampshire:

Numerous stalls, entertainment for all ages, refreshments
(including hog-roast)

Admission:
£5 at the gate (under 14’s free)
£4 in advance from City Tourist Office (01962 852709)

Entrances in Colebrook Street and College Street
No public parking near Wolvesey

Please use public car parks or Park and Ride

Raising funds for:

Mayor of Winchester’s Charity no. 1093428
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Mention, “Samaritans” anywhere outside of a Church setting,
and a perception comes to mind of a telephone help line for the
suicidal. Whilst this view remains valid, this is but one part of
the service that Samaritans provide.

Despite the biblical connotations of the name, Samaritans, as
an organisation, is not linked to the Church or any religious
body. The ethos is that Samaritans respect the views of all
faiths, and also of those who have none. All callers are received
on the same basis.

So what do Samaritans do? Well, this is best summed up in the
organisation’s mission, which is “to provide confidential
emotional support for people who are experiencing feelings of
distress or despair, including those which may lead to suicide.”
This is done from a network of 203 branches around the United
Kingdom, which between them operate 24 hours a day. The
branches are all staffed by Volunteers drawn from the local
community. Support to callers is offered by way of face-to-face
meeting; by telephone contact; by e-mail, and as a recent pilot
introduction, by text message.

Samaritans came into being at the instigation of its founder,
Rev. Chad Varah, who observed through his pastoral work, that
the ability to be listened to, in confidence, and accepted without
prejudice had a tendency to alleviate feelings of despair. This
observation has since been adopted as part of the
organisation’s values. These values, combined with the
mission, give rise to the Samaritans vision which is for a society
in which:

· Fewer people die by suicide
· People are able to explore their feelings
· People are able to acknowledge and respect the feelings of

others.

SAMARITANS
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Samaritans actively recruit new Volunteers throughout the year.
All new Volunteers are put through a structured training
programme to prepare them for their role. If you think you could
make a difference, or would merely like to find out more, why
not call 01256 462333 and ask about the Information Evenings
or visit www.samaritans.org

mothers
union

Christian care for
families worldwide
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A year or so ago, there were changes to both the membership
and chairmanship of the Missions Committee. This seemed to
be a good time to review the role of the Missions Committee
and to look more broadly at how we, at St. Michael’s, show our
concern for others – both locally and globally.

After discussions with members of local churches on how they
approached this area; a questionnaire in ‘The Messenger’
regarding your involvement in charities and other good causes;
plus much thought and prayer, a revised description of the aims
of the Missions Committee was presented and agreed to by
St. Michael’s Church Council.

Aim

To encourage and offer opportunities for members of
St. Michael’s to reach out in love and service to those in need,
through:

· Prayer
· Practical help
· Financial support
· Campaigning

This variety of forms of opportunity is to be promoted in the
hope of enabling everyone to play a part, whatever their
circumstances and gifts.

Providing the Oppo rtunities

All of the above opportunities can be provided by promoting
support for the following organisations:

· The Besom
· Christian Aid
· St. James’ Mission School, Zimbabwe
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It is hoped that promoting support for a small number of
organisations will make it possible to develop a stronger sense
of connection between us, as members of St. Michael’s, and
those organisations, such as has already been developed with
St. James’ Mission School.

Starting Point

All of this should start with prayer, so these aims are to be
promoted within and through our worship. This may be regular
inclusion in intercessions along with appropriately themed
services at particular times, e.g.:

· Lent
· Christian Aid Week
· Harvest
· Advent / Christmas

Specific opportunities for supporting the aims could be offered
to coincide with the services, for example:

· Lent - don’t give something up, do something
(practical help)

· Christian Aid Week - envelope collections, campaign cards 
(financial support, campaigning)

· Harvest - Harvest Supper
(financial support)

· Advent / Christmas - Christmas Greetings
(financial support)

Giving from Stewardship

Our giving from stewardship will be used to support those same
organisations that we will be supporting by prayer, practical
help, campaigning and other forms of financial support.

Again, it is hoped that concentrating our giving in this way will
provide the best opportunity for developing the strongest sense
of connection between us – the members of St. Michael’s – and
those organisations.

Gary Newell
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Stephen Leach
(adapted by Gary Newell)

Appo intments

Fabric Committee

The following were appointed:  Mary Oliver (Chair), Roy
Hazzard, Rita Wilson, Betty Godden, Stephen Leach, Tony
Patrick-Gleed.  Ian Wheatley & Pauline Mayer were ex-officio
members.

Choir Committee

The Choir Committee had been appointed through their own
AGM.  Members for 2007/8 were recorded as:  Phil Mayer
(Chairman), Susan Shapland (Secretary), Sue Morris
(Treasurer), Anne Craddick (Librarian), Andrew Hotten (Parent’s
Rep.), Sophy Morris (Junior Choir Rep.), Margaret Evans, Penny
Morris, Ben Morris, Keith Alison and Sam Verschueren (Director
of Music).

Stewardship Officer: Sue Irvine was appointed.

Car Park Co-ordinator: Jim Garner was appointed.

Child Protection Officer: Ann Newell was appointed.

Finance & administration

Verger

The post had been advertised in the church porch, in the
magazine and to other churches in the Team but without
success.

It was suggested that it could be advertised at Deanery level or
in The Vine. Anyone with news of any possible candidates was
asked to contact Jo Stoker.

St Michael’s
Church Council
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Signatures on accounts

There were currently 6 signatories on St. Michael’s account of
which any two were needed to sign a cheque.  These were
Mary Oliver, Martin Irvine, Pauline Mayer, Betty Godden,
Stephen Leach & Gary Newell.  It was proposed and agreed to
remove Mary Oliver and add Ian Wheatley.

Bellringers’ Constitution

The Basingstoke Society of Bellringers currently covered the
towers of St. Michael’s and All Saints’.  The Society was
looking at 3 options for changing their constitution:

i) retain the status quo
ii) divide into 2 separate towers with no connection
iii) keep an umbrella society but with largely autonomous

towers

Either of options (ii) or (iii) would require the finances to be
separated and, at St. Michael’s, the bellringers’ committee
would be similar to the Choir Committee.  There were possible
financial implications as Parish Share might be increased due
to the extra income that mainly came from wedding fees,
visiting ringing fees and subscriptions.

The Council asked to be kept involved in the discussions over
the constitution but also questioned whether splitting links
between the two towers was the right way to go when there
were wider initiatives taking place trying to build up links
between the churches in the Team.

Buildings / fabric / premises

Lighting

All the details had been sent to the DAC for their meeting on 16
May.
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Tower handrail

The installation of the tower handrail might be covered by
Schedule B but this would not be known until after the DAC’s
meeting on 16 May.

Fire risk assessments

Pauline Mayer had had an initial meeting with John Kinge but
was still preparing the report.  Initial indications were that the
fire regulations would limit the capacity of the church to 230
people but John was still working on the calculations.

Amplification

Graham Wood had completed his work.  However, as had been
noted as a possibility at the beginning of the project, the work
had brought to light further problems.  These concerned the
lectern microphone and radio microphone 1.

Training was requested for Reuben Horsfall (Funeral Verger) on
the new system.

Church Cottage

A hearing aid loop had been installed in the Barn at a cost of
£1,255.78 that had been covered by a grant from the Four
Lanes Trust.

The roofs over the kitchen exit and boiler house had been
replaced although the boiler house rafters had been found to be
rotten and had had to be replaced at an additional cost.

The annual risk assessment had been carried out.

A question was asked about the appearance of a webcam in
the office entrance lobby.  Betty agreed to investigate with the
tenants.
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Worship & spirituali ty

Review of Holy Week and Easter

Comments were asked for on the Holy Week and Easter
services.

Comments had been received from the 8 o’clock congregation
about the absence of the Paschal candle on Easter Day.  There
also seemed to be a problem with the location of the candle
during 10 o’clock services.

3rd Sunday 10 o’clock worship

The Standing Committee had considered the comments from
the AGM which were generally positive.  A name for the service
had still to be decided.  The proposal remained as described at
the last meeting with the first service being in June 2007.  The
service would run for a year before being reviewed.  This was
agreed.

Themes and content were still under discussion.  Several choir
members were willing to help with the singing and several
members of the congregation had volunteered to play
instruments.  The theme of the first service would be “trust”.

Pastoral

Training of Pastoral Visitors

St. Michael’s was very dependent on its clergy for pastoral
visiting.  Greater lay involvement was being sought.  Alan Hoar
and Pat Stott had agreed to help organise a team of Pastoral
Visitors.  A training course produced by the Diocese for Lay
Pastors / Parish Visitors was being run on four Tuesday
evenings in July & August.  The course might be run again, if
needed.
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Miss ion & outreach

Feedback from “Lost for Words”

A paper summarising the feedback from those who had
attended the “Lost for Words” course had been circulated
before the meeting.  The Council split into small groups to
consider the feedback and to try to produce a shortlist of
possible actions.  Items that were picked out were:

· leaflet / response cards
· website address on the bulletin
· welcoming newcomers – response cards
· awareness of those who can’t get to church
· better connection between the end of the service and coffee
· contact card
· home groups – beyond Sundays
· newcomers leaflet – more explanations
· more connections with business
· including newcomers at coffee time
· better noticeboards

Of these, those that were passed for action were:

· better written communications (leaflets / bulletin)
· better greeting / welcoming

Mission giving to charity

Gary Newell presented a proposal that the distribution of the
2005 allocation of the 5% of stewardship money should follow
the same philosophy as in previous years while the 2006
allocation should follow the new method of highlighting a small
number of causes.  A paper giving the 2005 allocation was
circulated and agreed.
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Social events / fund raising

Summer lunchtime concerts

A request had been received from Kirsty Kinge to hold a series
of 4 lunchtime concerts of about 30 minutes in church on 4
Wednesdays between 25 July and 15 August with a retiring
collection in aid of charity.  Permission was given to use the
church.  Sue Irvine offered to help with practicalities and it was
noted that amplification might be needed.

Social committee

Jo Stoker pointed out that the changes in the Missions
Committee meant that some form of social committee was
needed to help with catering at church events.  Rita agreed to
co-ordinate such a group.

Fete 2008

Rita Wilson reported on progress for the Michaelmas Fair on 27
September 2008.  The event would be held in Church Cottage
but with the All Saints’ handbell ringers performing in church.
Age Concern had agreed to do the refreshments with a
percentage of the takings coming to the church.  There would
be a swing band concert in the evening.

Wider church

Summer barbecue

The team summer barbecue would be taking place at 4pm on
4 August at St. Peter’s.  An overall co-ordinator was still being
sought.
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Fifty Years Ago! Compiled by Gary Newell

ORGANS IN ST. MICHAEL’S
In 1819, an organ was erected

over the west door on a gallery
from which the singing was led
by the Chastity Children, seated
on the east side. All we know of
this instrument is that it had a
very beautiful ease. The late Mr.
James Lunn could remember
being let out of the Old Blue Coat
School with other boys to see the
demolition of this organ and
gallery. Following this clearance
the ringing chamber floor was
lowered some four feet. This took
place in 1864, the north and south
galleries having been provided
sixteen years earlier. For
considerably over a year we are
told the singing was supported by
a cornet, but in October 1865, a
contract for an entirely new
instrument was signed with
Messrs. J. & J. Walker.

For just over forty-two years,
this organ stood in a chamber on
the south side of the chancel. It
had ten stops on each of two
manuals, and four on the pedal

department. A small choir organ
was added by Allen in 1888.

In 1908 this chamber was
restored as a Chapel to
St. Stephen, the organ having
been moved to the south gallery.
Tubular pneumatic action was
substituted for the old tracker
work, and a new and enlarged
choir organ enclosed in a second
Swell Box. This included a fine
orchestral oboe, and a beautiful
clarinet.

Towards the end of 1919, in
order to make a good approach to
the War Memorial Chapel then
being built, it was decided to
remove both north and south
galleries. In the case of the latter
this meant bringing the organ
together in the remaining western
end of this gallery, as the console
had been mid-way along and the
choir organ at the opposite end
over the arch into the chapel.
Electric blowing was installed in
September 1920 and placed in the
south porch.

S. H. A.
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JUNE 1957


