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St Michad’s Church Féte

Saturday 9th July 2005
11 am -3 pm
at the church

Attractions include:

The Cover Stud Fairtrade
Mothers’ Union & Make Poverty History
Games Cakes, etc.

Come along and join in the fun!
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Clergy Comment

| guess that one thing we would want to do this
month is to wish Alison well as she goes forward
to ordination to the priesthood surrounded by the
hopes and prayers of all of us at St Michael’s. That
the whole weekend will be truly memorable for
her.

Alan Hoar, Lay Reader

The ordination itself, her first celebration of communion and her
lunch would of course be considerably less memorable if none
of us turned up! That reminds us in a way (there’s a pun there
somewhere) that we all have an important part to play in each
other’s ministries. Simply by being there for one another. There
being wherever we're needed, whenever we're needed. We
may not all be called to be part of the sacramental ministry of
priesthood but we do all have a part in that wider priesthood of
all believers and without us joining in there won’t be much of a
party.

Which means I think, quite simply, that we all have a part in
representing Christ to one another and to the wider world. That
each of us have the rather astonishing capacity to bring earth to
heaven and heaven to earth, to be places where people can
meet God and God can meet people.

This is not to belittle what Alison is committing herself to on
July 2nd, to say that we don’t need her ministry. It is rather to
affirm that not only the ministry but also the person called to it is
valuable. That if we need Alison to go places for us we also
need to see that we can all be places where she and Jo will find
interest in and support for their work; also for themselves as
people.

As a Reader, over the years, I've come to the conclusion that
one of my main functions is to support the clergy in their
ministry but that's only worked because I've been fortunate to
work with people who've supported me in my ministry so it's
ended up being our ministry. Maybe that's some kind of a
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model; at it's best the relationship between clergy and laity is a
bit like two people leaning on one another - it shouldn’t be
possible to say that the Church in any place is kept upright
purely by the efforts of either - because it can’t be. If | might take
a liberty with a part of the first letter of St John; if we can’'t lean
on our brothers and sisters who we have seen how can we lean
on God who we have not seen.

Apart from the first paragraph this hasn'’t quite turned out to be
the piece | meant to write. It was going to be a spiritual bit
based on two Old Testament verses | quite like. Having said
that the spiritual has to become concrete in the physical just as
the object of prayer has to become the subject of practice. That
too is something of what priesthood is about being links
between the spiritual and the physical.

So, may the first weekend this month be a special time for
Alison and for us and may we be there for each other to lean on
and so find God supporting us all in our work for him.

Can you help the Wessex Ward?

We are a new ward at North Hampshire Hospital,
specialising in haematology and oncology. We look after
people requiring in-patient chemotherapy and with other
associated conditions.

We offer a round of alcoholic drinks at about 8pm each
night, with the approval of the medical team. These drinks
are supplied by various, voluntary, non-NHS supporters,
including ex-patients and their relatives.

If anyone has a spare bottle of wine or spirits lurking at the
back of their drinks cabinet and would like to donate it to us,
the Wessex Ward staff and patients would be very grateful.

Julie Wheatley




Bob Lock
News from the Team (adapted by

Matters for Concern & Thanksgiving Gary Newell)
St. Peter’s

Growing work with the older generations, and connection with
sheltered / nursing homes is much appreciated. Congregational
questionnaire about our service to the community is bringing a
response, and raising some concerns as well as
encouragement. Concern about money — we are just meeting
the Parish Share. Unaccompanied singing is going well, but we
really do need help with music. Concern over low response to
invitations to participate in a proposed Flower festival.

All Saint’s

There has been progress with the evangelism plans — positive
response to involvement with marriage and baptism
preparation, but a concern at the demands on people’s time.
The need for fundraising can be a distraction from other
priorities. There is a good social group. Musician in Residence
project is coming to an end; schools have found this a valuable
service to the community and some hope to continue funding it.
Proposed changes to the “top of the town” have brought
uncertainty and All saint’s is involved in discovering what the
community needs.

Christ the King

Christian Aid week went well. The Young People’s Group had a
successful time joining with St. Michael's YPF for a games
evening. Other churches clergy have offered generous support
for the interregnum. The future of the partnership with the
Roman Catholics still needs to be resolved. The DCC and
congregation are taking on more roles and leadership in the
interregnum, and need our prayers as they begin the new
appointment process.

St. Gabriel's

Children’s Church is going well and children have really
blossomed. The congregation is growing, with many taking part
in an Alpha Course. Interesting Speakers, some from other
denominations, have visited. Roof repairs are needed and this
is causing a problem with leaks into the newly-boarded loft
storage area. Money continues to be tight.

St. Michael's

The new Children’s Corner in church is a sign of our intention to
serve the community. The first Children’s Service went well. The
Fabric Group has been working hard on repairs, improvements
and new projects at the church and Pastoral Centre. Christian
Aid Week was successful. We need help and encouragement
as “Followers”, and in a developing group to work with adult
enquirers. We need to encourage more lay leadership.

Forthcoming Events

15th June 7.30pm Bingo at All Saint’s
18th June 10am — 3pm All Saint’s Fete
25-26th June Patronal Festival Celebrations at St.Peter’'s
2nd July Ordination at Winchester Cathedral.

Alison Way to be ordained priest.
3rd July Celebration Lunch at St. Michael’s, 12.30pm
5 — 9th July “Sincerely Yours” at the Haymarket Theatre,

by Signpost Theatre Group from
local churches

9th July Barn Dance All Saint’s
St. Michael’'s Fete 11am
16th July St. Gabriel's Fete,

St Peter's Summer Fayre
and Flower Festival

10th September Christ the King Fete
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John’s Jottings John Blairman

A number of members of St Michael's Mothers Union joined
many others In the Diocese on Saturday June 4, in forming a
chain around Winchester Cathedral to Make Poverty History.
We left St Michael's at 10.30am in a mini-bus driven by Dave
Smith and on arrival at Winchester we joined may others in a
picnic lunch in the park adjoining the Guildhall. Just after 1pm
we all processed through the town, many people with banners,
and formed a chain around the Cathedral. We were fortunate to
be standing In front of the Cathedral where we took part in
singing, prayers and music. It is hard to describe the
atmosphere, but | feel the message “Make Poverty History” was
clear for all to see. The sight of 1300 people joining hands is
unforgettable. We had tea and cakes (some of us) in the
refectory, and returned to Basingstoke excited and moved by
our day out.

Paul Harvey and members of the council in a special service led
by Jo with the sermon preached by Rev Jenny Ellis, the Mayor's
Chaplain. The sight of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor robed and
preceded by the Mace in procession was very impressive.

We all look forward to Alison’s forthcoming Priesting at the
Cathedral on Saturday July 2nd and we send her our prayers,
love and support on her great day.

I noticed recently a couple of posters at the back of the Church
advertising events within the Team, a Summer Fayre at

St Gabriel’s on July 16, and at St Peters on Sunday June 26 It
Is their Patronal Festival at which the Bishop of Basingstoke will
be present. Whilst | am pleased to see these posters at the
back of the church, many people do not notice them and the
Messenger is an ideal opportunity for the team churches to
share their events as the Messenger is widely read.

Photo: Ann Blairman

Another event, which took place on Sunday June 12, was the
Mayor's Civic Service. This annual evening service is usually the
first formal event of the Mayoral year and a large congregation
joined the Mayor, Councillor Paula Baker, the Deputy Mayor,
Councillor Tony Jones, the leader of the Council, Councillor

Garden Open

Sunday 31st July

Please come and have a cup of tea, cake and a chat with us
between 2.00pm and 5.00pm in our garden.

We look forward to seeing you and hope the weather is fine.

a1

A small charge of £1 towards
Church Funds

There are no parking
restrictions on Sundays

Philip & Lesley Jarman




Church Chat Shirley Kirsopp

Congratulations to Loveday Jones who celebrated her 96th
birthday in June.

Our best wishes go to Bob Simmonds as he moves on to be
Chaplain at Peterborough Prison, having been Vicar at Christ
the King for five years.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Alison as she prepares for
ordination and retreat.

On July 23rd, members of the Grover family, who have a long
association with St. Michael’s, are gathering in Church Cottage
to celebrate the life of their Great Grandfather. Charles Grover
was astronomer to Sir Cuthbert Peake at Rowden near Lyme
Regis; his telescope will be on display in a Science Museum
exhibition later this year.

Please send us your news, there must be more!

St James Mission School, Zimbabwe

To the many kind ladies of the congregation who have
knitted jumpers for the school.

As | haven't had news of the arrival of the last two parcels |
am not sending another parcel until | hear that the last ones
sent on June 8th have arrived safely.

| want to be sure that the two former and the present two
have actually arrived.

Thank you very much all knitters.
Margaret Sadler

Midsummer Barn Dance
Saturday 9th July

Carnival Hall, Council Road
Basingstoke

7.30pm onwards
Adults £8

Under 14s £5
Under 5s  Free

Buffet supper included

Bar Provided

In aid of All Saints’ Church funds
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Vandalism in Church

A few weeks ago on a Sunday afternoon we had some young
visitors to St. Michael's who unfortunately made a lot of mess
and caused a fair amount of damage.

The youngsters were caught on the CCTV cameras and the
police informed. We are still waiting to hear from the police as
to what action might be taken and Jo is going to follow this up.

The main damage was to various pieces of woodwork, a pew
was badly splintered, the top of one carved pew end broken
completely off and the amplification cabinet wrenched open. All
these have been put right by Roy Hazzard and we give him a
big Thank you. The light over the Organ console has been bent
and the metal fractured.

One thing we can't deal with is the damage to the Font Cover.
Some of the delicate carvings have been snapped off and we
are waiting for the restorer to look at these and give us an
estimate for repair work.

It was not a pleasant sight that greeted Jackie and Stephen
when they came in to set up for Evensong that day. We thank
them for setting the church almost back to normal so that the
service could go ahead.

We know that by leaving St. Michael’s open all day we run the
risk of vandalism but if we all try to make a visit inside the doors
every time we pass by hopefully we will reduce the risk of it
happening again.

Pauline Mayer & Gary Newell
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Readings at the Sunday Services

July 3rd

July 10th

July 17th

July 24th

July 31st

Communion
Services

Zechariah 9:9-12
Romans 7:15-25a
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

Isaiah 55:10-13
Romans 8:1-11
Matthew 13:1-9 & 18-23
J McLeod

Isaiah 44:6-8

Romans 8:12-25

Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43
J Wicks

1 Kings 3:5-12

Romans 8:26-39
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
P Mayer

Isaiah 55:1-5
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21

Evensong

Habbakuk 2:1-4
John 20:24-29
M Wilson

2 Samuel 7:18-29
Luke 19:41-20:8
P Ferguson

1 Kings 2:10-12
& 3:16-28

Acts 4:1-22

V Williams

1 Kings 6:11-14
& 23-38

Acts 12:1-17

B Dwyer

1 Kings 10:1-13
Acts 13:1-13
M Evans
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Thursdays at 8.00 p.m.

The Thursday Alternative

A short, informal, evening service, in St. Stephen’s Chapel

The People of God

A series of four services exploring some of the different
ways that God calls us to be his people.

June 30th  Prophet July 7th  Servant
July 14th Follower July 21st  Disciple

Each service will last about 30 minutes and will be followed
by coffee and time to reflect on the service.

July 28th  Compline

An Order for Night Prayer in traditional
language followed by an opportunity to
reflect on the services in the 'People of God'
series, as well as time to consider ideas for
future services

Everyone is welcome at all Thursday Alternative services
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Age Concern Café, Church Cottage

Do you visit the town centre on a Wednesdgy'? If so, why not
stop for a break at AGE CONCERN'S CAFE, in
St Michael’'s Church Cottage?

With its friendly welcome and quiet, unhurried atmosphere the
Café is an ideal place to meet friends for a cuppa or early lunch,
away from the hustle and bustle of the shops. And money spent
at the café supports Age Concern Hampshire in Basingstoke’s
services for local older people.

The Cafe offers simple food at reasonable prices including hot
and cold drinks, toasted teacakes, scones, soup and filled
jacket potatoes. Information on Age Concern’s services is
always available and there are monthly (2nd Weds) Information
& Advice clinics and other occasional events. The Café is open
every Wednesday from 10.30 am to 1.00 pm and everyone
whatever their age is very welcome.

To find out more call Tracey at Age Concern.
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St Mary's Church, Old Basing
Festival: Friday 8 —Sunday 10 July 2005

‘Songs Of Praise

St Mary's church is once again organising and hosting a
summer festival with the theme this year of ‘Songs of Praise’.
As always there is full parish involvement as local residents and
organisations have voted for their Top 20 hymns, which form the
basis of many of the events over the weekend.

Events include the following:

In St Mary’s Church:

8 July

9 July

9-10 July

10 July

Concert and festival preview in the presence of the
Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane at 7.30 pm

Hymn Singathon of the Parish Top 20 in the
presence of the Deputy Mayor at 11.15 am

11.00 am to 5.00 pm

Flower arrangements depicting the Top 20 hymns
Art exhibition

Schools exhibits

Church Choir exhibit

Children’s activities

Sales stalls

Refreshments

Festal Eucharist at 9.30 am
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In the Village:

9 July Ploughman’s Lunches and Teas from 2.30 pm
Family Barbecue at The Vicarage at 6.30 pm

10 July The Great Old Basing Duck Race and Car Boot
Sale from 10.00 am at Barton’s Mill

9-10 July  Living History at Basing House 2.00 - 6.00 pm

Concert tickets available from Linden Market,
Le Café Bienvenu (Friday mornings), St Mary’s Junior School
and Fay Farrant price £5, children £2, to include a drink.

Information: www .stmarysoldbasing.org.uk

Hampshire and the Islands
Historic Churches Trust

A sponsored Bike Ride and Walk will be held on Saturday
September 10th 2005 from 10 am to 6 pm.

For the past few years St. Michael's have taken part by
manning the church to welcome visitors and offer
refreshments, also some have taken part in the bike ride.

I hope we can support this venture either by participating or
by offering sponsorship to the riders.

Details will be available July / August — please contact me in
church.

Rita Wilson
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Fifty Years Ago!

Compiled by Gary

THE BASINGSTOKE MONTHLY MAGAZINE
JULY, 1955

BASINGSTOKE MONTHLY MAGAZINE

ST. MICHAEL’'SAND
ALL SAINTS

A very speda mentionis dueto
be made of the charming concerts
given by the dhildren of the Sunday
Schods, both of St. Michad’s and
of All Saints, during the curse of
the past month. We ae well avare
of the devoted and quiet work
undertaken week by week by those
whotead in ou Sunday Schods;
but on these two evenings an
oppatunity was given of bringing
them into the limelight. If space ca
only be dlowed for this brief
mention, yet it must convey the fad
of the excdlenceof both
performances and the pleasure they
gaveto al who were present. We
hope that they will be repeaed.

TWENTIES CLUB

The first item in this months
programme requires alittle
explanation ; the ideais that eah
member shoud bring along
something of interest which hasa
story attached to it and to tell that
story in afew minutes to the rest of
the dub. Thisisanew itemin the
programme, and if supparted well
shoud provide an interesting and
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entertaining evening. There ae
several outings arranged for this
month, and | shoud like to make an
apped to al membersto suppat
these.

The mach trip onAugust Bank
Holiday Monday this yea will beto
Wittering. Asthisisaquiet place
with noamusements or fun-fair, we
shall obviously not go there unless
the weaher is siitable. If it shows
signs of being awet day we shall go
instead to Bognor or Littlehampton.
We shal need the suppat of all
members to make this trip
worthwhile, and if there ae any of
our ex-members who would like to
go we shall be pleased to seethem.

We held our jumble sale on 21st
May, and although we were not
crowded ou, made aprofit of about
£6. The ommitteehave dedded to
hold another sale & the beginning of
October, and if anybody has any
rummage to dispose of at any time,
let us know and we will colled it.

Programme for July
Sunday 1st. Thereby hangs atae
Wednesday 6th. Scavenge hurt,

organized by Sonia

Sunday 17th. Debate: “Spare the rod
and spoil the dild”
Propaosed Rev. D. R. Howe.
Opposed: John Griffiths.
Sunday 24th. Walk and Evensong in
the Parish of Hook. Leave
Church Cottage & 2.30p.m.

with tea

Sunday 31 Play Reaing.

THE GUILD
The following were enrolled as
members of St. Michad’s Guild on
Trinity Sunday: Frances Griffith,
Janet Hall, Robert Applin, Michad
Lucas, Michad Mitchell, Cohn
Stubbs, Clifford Wells.

Baptisms

June 5
June 12

Weddings &
Blessings

May 28

June 3
June 4

June 11
June 11

June 18

From the Registers

‘Go therefore and make disciples
of all nations’

Emma Radbourne
Gabriel John Bori

‘Those whom God has joined together
let no one put asunder’

Joanna Louise Langley &
Neil Anthony Helbert
Nigel and Kim Parker (Blessing)
Sarah Jayne Marie Whitehouse &
Andrew Paul Hiscock
Louise King &
Wayne Lee Burton
Helen Louise Pryor & -
Lee John Mark Cox
Louise Joanne Daniels &
Arron James Bromley
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